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O worſhip the Lord in the beauty of Holineſs. 


HIS Plalm, tho it have no Title or Iuſcrip 


* * 


ve may be certain is of the Royal Prophet 


2 for in 1 Chron. 16. ver. 75 8. 23. 6 
29. we find thi d by 


s amonglt ſome others deliver'd by him 
into the Hand of Aſaph and his Brethren, to be ſung on 


| | that ſolemn day of Rejoycing, when the Ark of God's 
| Preſence was brought up from the Houſe of Obed-Edom 


to the Royal City; and 'tis moſt probable it was firſt. 


| made on that occaſion. And if the Greek Inſcription 
added by the LXX, be of any weight, it was again 


us'd by Eſdras at the Dedication of the Second Temple, 


built by Zorobabel after the return of the Children of 
Jrael from the Babyloniſh Captivity, as moſt proper 
| and ſuirable for that Solemnity. _ 


4 . 0 


2. For in this Divine Hym, the devout and inſpir'd 


Author firſt offers up Praiſes and Thankſgivings to God 


for the abundance of his Gifts and Graces, with an ac- 


knowledgment of his univerſal Sovercignty and Do- 


minion; then calls upon all People to ſolemnize his 


knowledgment of his Son Chriſt Jeſus the Mediator and 


Redeemer of Men. 
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| Worſhip; and concludes with Prophetical Predictions 
of the Meſſiah, when all Nations ſhall come in to the 
_ Worſhip of the True God the Creator, and to the ac- 


3. The Text may be conſider d with reſpect to both 1 


Diſpenſations; and concerns us now under the Gofpel, 


| as well as it did the Children of 1/rael under the Law, 
5 whom it was firſtdeliver'd; and it conſiſts of Two 
| Parts d a « 


. 1A 


(4) 
I. A neceſſary Duty; WoſhiptheLard. | # 


H. Direction for the ttue performance of it; 1 the | 


Beauty of Holmeſs. 


z 


* 
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| In the Duty we may conſider theſe two; the Act, 5 


> 


and the Object. The AQ, Worſhip : The Object of that 


: W orſhip, The Lord Jebovab. 


. 1+. n Worſng. 


The Original Word in its prozer Sence and Means 
ing, ſignifies ro bend forward, and bow down the Face 


to the Ground, in token of Submiſſion and Subjettion, 


| according to the Cuſtom of rhe Eaitern Nations; who 
made Obeyſance to their Kings, and paid their Wor- 


| ſhip to the Gods by Proſtration of thteir Bodies. This 


being the cuſtomary Rite of Adoration, the Sacred Pen- 


Men apply it to ſignifie Worſhip in 1 therein 


comprehending both the External and Viſible Worſhip 
of God, which we pay with our Bodies, when we come 
into his Courts, and appear befote him in his Preſence; 


and alſo the Internal and Inviſible Worſhip, which 


conſiſts in the humble deſires af the Mind, in the de- 
vout AﬀeCtions of the Soul; For theſe ought not to be 


ſeparated the one from the other; the outward Wor- 
ſhip without the inward, is more Pageantry and Hy- 
pocriſie, the Inward without the Outward is not only 
defective, but rude and ſcandalous, and of evil Exam- 
ple; both together make up that compleat and con- 
ſummate Worſhip that is due to the great Jehovah. 


J. II. The Object of our Worſhip, The Lord. The 
Lord that made us, and gave us our Being the Lord 
that ſuſtains and preſerves us, affords us a daily Sup- 
ply of all rhings neceſſary to this preſent Life. He £7 i 


om 


$16 Lift and Breath, and all things, be giveth Rain 
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CR 
Den and fruitful Seaſons, filling o 


obſerve theſe two things, 


ur Hearts with Food and. 
and Gladneſs. L Atts 17. 25. 14. 17. J The Lord and 


Governout of the World, who by his Providence ſup- 


ports this outward Frame of things, preſerving the Har- 


mony thereof, which otherwiſe would ſoon be diflol- 


ved, and fall to pieces through the Strife ot jarring Ele- 


ments; who defends us from man Dangers and Ca- 
| ſualties which might betal us, watching over us both in 


our goings out and our comings in; 0 Pſal. 121. 8. By | 


whoſe Bounty we enjoy this whole World of Crea- 


tures, which were created for our uſe and ſervice, 


and made to Miniſter, not only to our Neceſſities, 


but to- our lawful Pleaſures too, and innocent 
Delight; The Lord that fits on the Throne of 


higheſt Glory, ſurrounded with thouſands of Angels | 
that fa'l dovin before him and worſhip him; the Lord 


Jehovah infinite in Power, Majeſty, and Goodneſs, is 
the proper Object of a Religious Fear, and Love, and 


awful Reverence, and of all ontward cxpreſsions there- 
of in bodyly Worſhip and Adoration, according to that 


of the Plalmiſt iu the foregoing Pſalm. O come let us wor- 
ſhip and bow down let us kneel before the Lord our Maker, 


| [ Pſsl, 95. 6.4 


6 From whar hath been faid to this firſt Part I ſhall 
1. That God ought to be Worſhipped. | 
2. That Worſhip is due to God alone 
1. That God ought to be Worſhipped. This is evi- 


dent to any one that hath any Kuowledge of God, any 
notion of a Divine Being; For fo ſoon as we think upon 
| God, and conſider the infinite Perfections of His Na- 


ture, His glotious Majeſty, His unlimited Power, His 


inexpreſſible Goodneſs, His watchful Providence, and 


wile government of the World, we preſently appre- 


hend the certainty of this, that all our Worſhip and 
Adoration is a Fribute juſtly due to this Almighty So- 


vereign, and a neceſſary acknowledgment of our daily 
dependarice on him and Aden ieder to him. 1 
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the very Heathens own'd and practisd, and it will ill 
become Chriſtians, who have been ſo much better in- | EX 
ſtructed in their Duty, have had ſo much clearer diſco- L 
I veries of the adorable Properties and Attributes of the do 
Divine Nature, and have taſted ſo much more of his | &' 
il grace and goodneſs, to come behind in any inſtance of | . 

| gratitude or Duty; But I need ſay no more of this, ſee- th 
lf ing this is the principal end for which we are here afſem- | 
nun f é 
-- 5, 1 As be hope, is juſtly due to God, fo tis a pe- fo 
clulliar that is due to him alone; it may not be commu- Ce 


nicated to any other; and the reaſon is evident, becauſe | Þ! 
by every act of *. Worſhip, we aſcribe Infinite | fe. 
Perfections to the Object that we worſhip, and confeſs | I 
| our own dependance thereon, and this is toexalt it into © 
the place of God; and God is jealous of his honour. th 

My Glory 1 will not give to another, Iſa. 42. 8. Thou ſhalt | V 
| Worſhip the Lord thy God, and bim only ſhalt: thou ſerve, | V 

38. There is a civil reſpeck due to our Parents and E. 
SGWruperiors, to Earthly Princes and Governours, who th 
[IT : « .- placed ina higher Orb, and move in a larger Sphere, | fo 
| and derive many bleſſings to us by their Care and Pro- 


vidence: Add, 24. 2. There is a veneration due to good 
Men, whom God hath diſtinguiſh'd by many excellent 
gifts and graces, which ſhine forth in them with ſuch 
Arx attractive Luſtre, as may juſtly challenge our reſpe& 
and veneration: The glorious Angels for the dignity 
of their Nature, and for the Benefits we receive, 
from their officious Services, Hebrews. I. 14. which | © 
they fo chearfully perform in Obedience to the 
Commands of God deſerve a due regard and obſer- 
viance from us; but none of theſe have any title to our 
Adoration : They expett it not from us, they diſclaim 
it when ignorantly offer'd them; Apoc. 19. 10. and if 
we proceed to obtrude it on them, they are provoked | * 
and offended at it. They willingly own their conſtant © 
dependance upon God by their daily Praiſes and Ado- 
| : tations 


f 
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nency, on the 
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tations of him;and it will well become us to follow their 


example, and joyn with them in the worſhip of the 


ſuch a becoming Decency and Reverence as may 


| reſtifie the awful Regard we have to his Majeſty and 
Preſence. What may be needful for our direction in 
this weighty matter. I ſhall branch out into theſe few 
JJ OO TO 5 
10. I. Ic is neceſſary that the Publick Worſhip be 


perform d in a decent Place, ſer apart for that ſacred 


_ Uſe. This hath been the Practice of all Nations, and 
ſeems to be 82 on the Law of Nature. The 

the darkeſt times of Idolatry, erected Tem- 
ples and Altars for them that were no Gods. Before 
Auoſers time, the Patriarchs of old worſhipped not in 


Heathens in 


Houſes, but in open Places, and chiefly on ſome Emi- 


ſhady Grove; Gen. 21. 31. but theſe were certain and 


determinate Places, Gen. 13. 4. appropriated to that 
ſacred uſe, and duly reſorted to on all Solemn occaſi- 
ons, and were for the moſt part ſuch as have been ſig- 


naliz d by ſome ſingular Mercy of God; or luſtrated 
and ſanctified by a peculiar Manifeſtation of his glori- 


ous Preſence, Gen. 12. 7, and 26, 24. | 5 
. 80 — 4 „„ | 


, (thoſe more eſpecially 
we 12 in publick) we ſhould demean our ſelves 
wit 


ops of Hills, Gen. 12. 8. or in ſome 
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ceſſary 
the 


dance. 


nagogues in the ſmaller Cities, where Prayers were offer- 
ed up at leaſt three Days in the Week, where the Holy 


Approbation; Chriſt himſelf ſometimes honouring them 
with his Preſence, and his Apoſtles frequently reſorxing 
. to them. Mat. 4. 23. and c. 9: 35. Acts 9. 20. 6. 
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ER . 1 
tt. In the Wilderneſs, a Tabernacle was erected b 


God's eſpecial Command and Direction, and all ne 
tenlils and Ornaments pertaining to that Ser- 
vice, richly provided out of the Free- will Offerings c 
p his was a kind of travelling Temple; ſui-· 
table to their preſent State and Condition, who were] 
always in motion, having yet no fixt and ſettled dwel-fi 


cople. 


ling Place. There God vouchſafed his Preſence, there 


the Prieſts adminiitred, and there the Twelve Tribes 
aſembled together for publick Worſhip. Exod. 40. 34. 
| Exod. 28. 43. Exod. 33.7. 5 


12. When they were ſettled in the Land of 


Heb, 11. 9. Promiſe, and had reſt from their Enemies 
2 Sam. 7. 2, round about, David the King deſtgn'd, 1. 


Kin. 6. 1. 38. but his Son Solomon by divine Appoint- 


ment built, a Sumptuous and Magnificent Temple, a- 
| bounding with rich Veſſels of Gold and Silver, and all 
other things ſuitable thereunto. The Glory of that Na- 
tion, and the Wonder of the World. In this place, 
v hich was dedicated to the Service of God with great So- 

kemnity, Sacrifices were offer'd ; in this Place the Law 
was openly read; hither the whole Nation reſorted at 


the Solemn Feſtivals, and here were daily Prayers at ſta- 
ted Hours, to which devout People gave their Atten- 
Ads. 3.1. Lu 2.47; Re, D154 
13. Beſidesthis Temple, there were alſo divers Sy- 


Scriptures were read and expounded to the People. Act, 13. 
15. Theſe, tho not of Divine Inſtitut ion, yet had the Divine 


13.3 


134. At tlie Beginning of the Gofpel, the Behevers | 
aſſembled in ſecret for fear of the Fews, Job. 20. 19. 
for the moſt part in private Houſes, in ſome Room ſet 

apart for that purpoſe: Acts 1, 13. And in the 
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times of Gentile OSA they omitted not the Pab- 
lick Worſhip , tho they conſulted their own Secu- 
rity, and therefore choſe out the ſafeſt, not the finef or 
fitteſt Places; they often met in crypts or Caves, in vaults 

and at the Tombs of the Martyrs, where aſterwards, 
as the Heat of Perſecution abated, they built Churches, 
of which there were great Numbers, when the Tyrant 


Diocleſian gave out his Wicked Edict for the Demoliſting 


of them. Enſeb. E. H. lib. 8. c. 2. But fo ſoon as 


Peace was reſtored to the Chriſtians in the Reign of Con- 


ſtantine the Great, they fell ro work with all Speed and 
Alacrity, to repair the Ruines, to rebuild and enlarge 
the Old Churches, and to rect 
ous Emperour encourag'd both by * Letter and Example, 
building ſome from the Ground at his own Charge, and 
| allowing conſiderable Sumes to others out of the Pub- 
| lick Treaſury. TR 05 


New; and this that pi- 


15. It was the peculiar Glory of that Wiſe and Pu- 


iſſant Emperour, to Erect and Adorn Churches with a 
Splendor and Magnificence ſuitable to the Grandeut of. 


the Roman Empire, and tothe Largeneſs of his own Mind 


his Piety, Devotion, and grateful Sence of the Divine 
Mercy and Goodneſs, to build ſuch Stately and Sumptuous 
Edifices for the Worſhipand Service of God, and to furniſh 
them with Rich and Coſtly Utenſils and Ornaments, 


der theſe Sacred Places, to ſtand in admiration at the 


Number and Coſtlyneſs of them. Behold, ſaid they 
blaſpheming, bat manner of Veſſels the Son of Mary i. 
ſerved in. 3%»; ¶ V0 YT 


16 From that time forward, whereſoever the Cliti- 
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E Ec. l 1. 6, 10, & ihm Euſibium di Vita Conſtant, lib, 3. c. 45. 


F 0 Extat Epi ſtola Conſtantine M. aa Euſebium Paleſtinum, Apud Thead. 


ſt ip 


He truly thought it a moſt proper Way of Expreſſing 


for the more decent and Splendid Miniſtration. His Li- 
berality in this kind was ſo profuſe, as cauſed thoſe wick - 
ed Inſtruments, whom Julian the Apoſtate ſent to plun- 


ſtian Religion was propagated, Pla ces for Publick Wor- 5 


| i „ 1 
ſmip have been erected and endow'd, ſupported andi pa 
maintained, beautified and adorned by the Devotion of R. 
the People. In ſome dark Ages they were encourag'd{de 
to this by an Opinion of Merit by it; and were taught}a | 
to believe they might py tchaſe to themſelves a Place infſa 
Heaven, by their aſſiſting to the building of an Houſeſ ſo! 
for God on Earth; And on this Principle were moſt off it 
the Churches in theſe Kingdoms built in Times of Po- 4 
3 CGͤCCͥͥͤ̃ò ußu. es 

pl 17. But, God be praiſed ! there want nat Inſtances} an 
of ſuch like pious Works ſince the Reformation, done] ſt: 
upon better Principles; An equal Zeal, accompanied} Pa 

with more Knowledge, and abſtracted from all baſe and 

mercenary Ends, hath given Birth and Being to many fo 
excellent Structures, erected for the Publick and Pure ſe 
Worſhip of the True God, and tothe Honour of his Ho- he 
ly Name; amongſt which, This in which we are now de 
Afﬀemb'ed, deſerves our Gratulations - JP: 
18 Bleſſed be God for putting it into the Heart of m 
that Worſhipful Benefactor, who firſt form'd this De- ar 
ſign, ar leaſt ſer in motion by that noble Legacy he he- ey 
queath'd toward it! And bleſſed be all thoſe Honorable} th 
and Worthy Perſons who ſo chearfully concurr'd tothe} 
promoting and finiſhing of it! Their pious Zeal, their} n- 
- watchful Care and Induſtry,deſerve our hearty Applauſe} N 
_ and Commendation, whether we conſider their Libe-! C 
 rality in their plentiful Contributions, or their Wiſd- 
dom inthe prudent Management of theſame; the one fc 
is Viſib'e in the Elegancy of this Noble Structure, the v. 
__ ether in the matchleſs Celerity and difpatch of it; Both} cc 
| beyond our Expectation, and without Example. | T 
19. And ſurely it muſt be in the Wiſhes of every P 
pious and devout Soul, that this Church thus fitted up o! 
and finiſhed, may be of Daily Uſe and Reſort; that P 
the Publick Worſhip may be daily celebrated in it. Is fi 
it fit that ſuch a Place as This, ſo decently accommoda- o 
ted for the Service of God, ſhould be ſhut up, and ſtand et 
uſeleſs, as a Spectacle to be gazed: at, for the greateſt | N 


8 „ | TOM 
ndl part of our time? This is far from the Intent of thoſe 
offReligious Perſons, by whoſe Bounty it was rais'd ; They 
7 dideſign'd it for a Temple of God, an Houſe of Prayer, for 
ht ſa Place of Publick and daily Worſhip, and I hope the 
infſame pious Zeal by which it was erected, will find out 
uſeſ ſome means of Proviſion to ſupport the daily Service in 
off it; So ſhall this Work of your Hands(as the Apoſtle af- 
o- firms of all the Workmanſhip of God) be ſanGified by 
-- {the word of Ged and Prayer, I. Tim. 4. 5. and be made 
ces an acceptable Offering to the moſt High, as well as a 


nci ſtanding Memorial of your Piety, and a Bleſſing to this 


ed Pariſh throughout all tuccceding Generations. 
nd 20. II. T hat the Publick Worſhip of God be per- 
ny | form'd in a decent manner, with reſpect to the Pre- 


re ſence of God, and the greatneſs of his Majeſty. And | 


o- here in the firſt place, tis obvious to evury Man's un- 
* derſtanding, that laboureth not under ſome invincible 
Prejudice, that a Set ſtated Form of Prayer doth very 
of much conduce to the Decency of Publick Worſhip, 
&-j and is on that account highly preferable ro ſudden and 
e- | extemporary Effuſions, in which *tis ſcarce poſhb!e for 
le} the moſt wary and moſt expert to avoid all Abſurdity. 
he Beſides, that this Practice gives too much Counte- 
ir} nance to a wild Suppoſition, and far diſtant from the 
ſe} Nature of God, as if he were better pleas'd with a new 
e- Change of Words, and variety of Expreſſion. 7 
d- 21. The General and Publick Wants of the Church, 
ne for which we beg a Supply in our daily Prayers, are e- 
he very day the ſame; and the general Mercies of God 
th conferr'd upon his Church, which require our daily 
Thankſgivings, are ſtill the ſame; and the Adorable 
ry Perfections of the Divine Nature, which command 
1p} our daily Praiſes, change not. If then our Petitions, 
at Praiſes and Thankſgivings, be every day the ſame in 
Is fubſtance,why may they not be put up in the ſame form 
a- of Words? why ſhould we vary the Expreſſion when 
id | the Matter is the ſame ? Is it not mors ſuitable to the 
| Nature, and conſequently more agreeable to ns. ea ; 

: Ct oy 


: (12) „ 

of God; and is not rhe decency of Worſhip much bet. I ha 
ter ſecur'd by it when we addreſs to him in a wiſe ard aft 
deliberate Choice of proper Expreſſions in a ſet Form th 
than if our Prayers were dreſt up every Day in different ne 
Language, according to the Genius and Fancy of the do 
Perſon that officiates, where there can be neither that] pr 
fulueſs of Comptehenſion, nor Concinnity of Method ſy; 
nor Propriety of Expreſſion. OT Man 
22. And as God is more honout'd, fo is the Congre: th 
gation better Edified in the uſe of a Ser Form of Pray4' 
cer, than in any ſudden Raptures or indigeſted Concep-} ſhi 
tions 1 Cor. 14. 12. 26. and Edification is principally} or 
to be regarded in our Religious Aſſemblies. And in] xx 
this reſpect the cſtablith'd Liturgy of our Church de. ne 
ſerves a particular Commendation; it being as a Learn- th 

ed Divine hath obſerv'd, (Dr. Camber, ) * So judici- ry 
_ © ouſly contriv'd, that the wiſeſt may exerciſe at once pe 
their Knowledge and Devotion; and yet fo plain, G. 
that the moſt Ignorant may pray with underſtand- R 
ing; fo full, that nothing is omitted, that is fit ro bę C 
ask'd in Publick; So particular, that it compriſeth} th 
moſt things which we could pray for in private ; and] ar 
yet not ſo long as to tire out any that have true De- v 
votion, the variety and change of Parts taking off from th 
the tediouſneſs of the whole. In this well compo'sd}i C 
Form, we have Inſtructions in our Duty, as well as] ly 
Prayers for our Wants, and both theſe for the moſt G 
patt in the very Words of Scripture, and the Lan-] rh 
guage of the Holy Ghoſt; infomuch that this Apoſto- py 
ficaf Rule is moſt exactly obſcry'd with us; for we may 
pray with the Spirit, and pray with the Underſtanding | ar 
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C CO TE a OP 6 a} 
23 lt is much to be lamented, that there ſhould be any | be 
amongſt us ſo far prejudic'd againit the Excellent Form G 
of Prayer, as to refrain from the uſe of it for Conſci- 82 
ence ſake; but 'tis more grievous to conſider what num- E 
bers there are amongſt us that have no ſuch Prejudices, | _ 
and yet rarely appear at the publick Worſhip, they s 
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third and laſt Rule. 
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have no Reliſh of this Spiritual Duty, no Appetite 
after it; their Minds are fo poſſeſt with the Vanities of 
this World, and their Hearts harden'd with Prophane- 
neſs: And it-is chiefly to be wiſh'd, that all thoſe who 


do reſort to theſe Sacred places, and are frequently 


preſent at our publick Prayers, would joyh in them 
with more Devotion, and behave them ſelves more Re- 
verently in the Houſe of God. And this leads to the 


24. Ill. That we duly frequent the publick Wor- 


ſhip, and behave our ſelves with Decency and De voti- 


on in it. Thus ſhall we Worſhip the Lord inthe Beauty of 


| Holineſs. As a Royal Court appears with greater Ho- 
nour and Splendour from the multitude of Atrendants 
there; ſo is the Church in its greateſt Glory and Beau- 


ty, when filled with humble Supplicants: A thin ap- 


| pearance at the Public Worthip is a Diſhonour to the 


God whom we ſerve, and argues in us a Contempt of 
Religious Ordinances. The zcal of the Primitive 


| Chriſtians in this Cafe well deſerves our Imitation; 
| they left their Secular Buſineſs, they forſook their ſports = 


and paſtimes, to attend upon the publick V Vorſhip, 


where the Concourſe was ſo great, that their Amen at 


the cloſe of their Prayers echoed in the Church like a 


| Clapof Thunder, as St. Jerome witneſſeth. * And ſure- 
ly no Man that conſiders how neceflary the Bleſſing o 
| God is to the ſucceſsful progreſs of all his Affairs, can 


think his time miſ-pent in luing for it, eſpecially in the 


publick Congregation where every ſingle Breath adds 
power and prevalency to our Petitions : Neither can 


any wiſe and rational Perſon prefer his vain paſtime, - 


or the gaieties of the moſt entertaining Converſation, 
before theſe bleſſed opportunities of Converſing with 


God, and bearing part with the glorious Company ot 
Saints and Angels in the praiſes and adorations of the 
Holy Trinity. Tn pgs Ts 


mee Eres 


Pram in a. lib, cm. in Galat. Th 
r 25. The 
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25. The conſideration of God's peculiar Preſence in 
this Place thould alſo engage us to a decent and devout 
Behaviour in it. For, what the Patriarch Jacob ſaid o 

that place where he had ſeen a Viſion of Angels, may? 
molt properly be affir md of This, that, Thzs is no other 
than the Houſe of God; this is the Gate of Heaven, Gen. 
28. 17. It concerns us therefore to compoſe our Minds 
to ſeriouſneſs and Devotion, and to baniſh out of our 
Thoughts all vain and looſe Imaginations at our firſt 

Entrance into this ſacred Place, and to ſupport the fame! 
devout Frame of Spirit throughout the wliole Courſe 
of theſe Religious Excerciſes, by an intent Application 
to them in their ſeveral Parts and Offices, carefully a- 
mn all thoſe Diver ſions which a wandering Eye, or: 
a greedy Ear is too often enſnared with. Seriouſneſs is Ar 
a Quality well becoming Chriſtians in the whole Courſeſ pu 
of their Converſation , but is of abſolute Neceſſity in the ha 

Worſhip of God; who, as he requir'd under the Law} 
the Sacrtfices to be perfect and without blemiſh, Levit. 22. Ce 
. Deut. 15. 21. ſo hath he commanded us under the an 
Goſpel to lift up boly hands in prayer; 1. Tim. 2. 18. to\ 5 
pray with all prayer and ſupplicat ion in the Spirit; Eph, 6. pn 
18. and to watch thereunto with all perſeverance; Fobn 4. ab 
24. and to wor ſhip God in Spirit and Truth , that is, with); 
purity of Mind and Heart. 5 up 


26. Without this inward Qualification of Truth. fo. 
and Purity, all our Devotions are meer Pagentry and 

Pretence; Without this, our ſolemn Meeting for Reli- chi 
gious Worſhip inſtead of promoting the Honour off. 
God, will tend to his manifeſt Contempt and Diſho-J,,.. 
nour. And *tis a ſacrilegious Profanation of this 7. 
holy Place, thus to transform the Houſe of Prayer into 


2 Theatre of Secular Pamp and Prideor into an Houſe f 
of Merchandice, and à Den of Theives. John 2. 16. Mar. ad: 


21, 13. And what greater Indignity can we offer toſ the 
God > What greater Injury can we do to our ſelves, 5 
5 1 3 than 


. 
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han thus to pervert the 804 05 our Religious Meeting? 
in ad inſtead of Reconciling the Favour of God to us by 
ut pur Joynt- ſupplications, to incenſe and provoke him 
ks, y our indecent Behaviour in his preſence, 5M 


ber 27. And, now to draw toward a Concluſion, let 
n. me entreat you to look back, andreflect a little on what 
ds ſhath been ſaid. You have heard that Worſhip is a 
ur FTribute due to God, and proper to Him alone; That 
ſt o render our Worſhip acceptable to him, it muſt be 
neſperform'd inthe Beauty of Holineſs : that is to ſay, in a Pub- 
ſeſſick and Conſecrated Place, in a decent and regular man- 
nner, and by a conſtant Attendance with devout Affect- 
4 ions of Mind, and with Revercntial Deportment of 


or BOdy. The firſt of theſe hath been provided by our "} 


BY Anceſtours, by whom this place was firſt ſet apart for 
ſeſpublick Worſhip, and when it was decay'd and ruinous, 
he hath been renew'd, rebuilt, enlarg d, made more Com- 
Wi modious, and more Beautiful by your pious Care and 
Conduct. The Second is taken care of by the Church; 
he and we can challenge the whole Chriſtian World to 
produce ſo Compleat and Unexceptionable a Form of 
6.) Publick VVorſhip, as the Eſtabliſh'd Liturgy; ſo agrees 
4. able to the Ancient and Earlieſt For ms that were of uſe 
th in the Primitive Church. The Third is ſtill incumbent 
upon our ſelves; It muſt be our Work and Endeavour 
ro pay a conſtant Attendance to all the Holy Offices per- 
* formed in this Place; to bring with us devout Affection 
ff and to demean our ſelves with becoming Gravity iu 
this Houſe of Prayer. This the Majeſty of that God 
f whom we adore requires; this, the Care of our ſelves, 
wi [that our Petions may be heard and granted, will exact.” 
To this we are bound by the common Rules of Decen- 
cy and Reſpect to thoſe that are met together to joyn 
uſe with us in theſe Holy Miniſtrations. To which let me 
add in the laſt place, the Obligation we lye under from 
the Conſideration of our Redemption; of which St. 


an Fe 


ul qentinds 5 us in his Pater k 
Th. 6. v. 20. Te are bought wit 
Gai in your Body, and in your Spirit, 


7. the Immortal, Inviſible God, Father, Nw and Hol 
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deine, Cortatbians 
a price; therefore orie 
which are God's, 0 


bo 
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- Ghoſt, be aſcribed by the Charch (as is moſt due )the Kin 
dum, the Power, nd the Glory, mo ever and overs: | 
2 men. V3 4 | 
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